
Plymouth Urban Buzz Update 

Plymouth Urban Buzz a personal perspective from local project officer Laura Larkin 

 

Urban Buzz has been running in Plymouth now for just over a year and what a fantastic year it’s 

been!  

I started my role as Urban Buzz Officer back in November 2015 with the slightly intimidating task of 

creating 100 new places for pollinating insects across Plymouth. It’s been an incredible journey for 

me personally, I’ve met some truly amazing people and between us we have managed to improve 

over 30 ha of Plymouth for pollinators (It’s difficult to imagine this as an actual size but it’s about 3 

times the size of all of Hoe Park, it’s a lot – it’s incredible!). 

Since April 2016 we have created 60 new sites across Plymouth. Probably my favourite places so far 

have been the ornamental meadows we sowed around the city centre. The positive feedback we 

have received from these has been really quite overwhelming and this has helped to spur the rest of 

the project along – I think people can really see what a difference it makes, both visually and for 

local wildlife. 



 

Nr Sainsburys (c) Laura Larkin 

We have sown seed for 48 new meadows across the city which really is quite staggering. Some of 

these are fairly small and inconspicuous, others are really quite enormous and it is these places that I 

am really looking forward to watching flower this summer.  

 



We haven’t only planted meadows though; we have also had some amazing days making large bee 

hotels, planting up bee-friendly flower beds as well as plug plants and bulbs. We have planted 3445 

plug plants, 730 potted plants, 2075 bulbs, 3 trees, and sown almost 150kg of wildflower seed. 

That’s about the same weight as two fully grown men! 
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All of this should look really vibrant and colourful in the summer and it’s often difficult to remember 

that this is not the sole reason for this project, or even the main one. The flowers and nesting sites 

created as part of this project will go a long way to help bees, butterflies and other pollinating 

insects, providing them with more spaces to live, nest and forage, and enable them to move more 

freely throughout the city. We still have another 39 sites to create before the end of June 2017, and 

100 new bee hotels to place and so my journey hasn’t ended yet… There are still many more people 

to meet, and many more flowers to plant! 
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If you’d like to lend a hand with Urban Buzz then please drop me am email at 

laura.larkin@buglife.org.uk . 

 

 

 

mailto:laura.larkin@buglife.org.uk

