
 

 

Media release 

Plight of the lesser spotted woodpecker raised by 

local MP during visit to ancient woodland. 

Mark Garnier becomes a Species Champion for this delightful, but rare, British bird.  

Despite its name, the numbers of lesser spotted woodpecker were healthier some 25 years ago, but 
now the tiny bird is in decline with the population plummeting by 50 per cent. 
 
Mark Garnier, MP for Wyre Forest, has become a Species Champion for this rapidly disappearing 
bird. Working with the RSPB, he hopes to raise the profile of this sweet British bird, and its ongoing 
struggle for survival. He attended an awareness raising event at Wyre Forest ancient woodland site, 
which is managed by Natural England, on 8 September to draw attention to this avian species that 
prefers to be out of the spotlight. 
 
Lesser spotted woodpeckers are tiny woodpeckers, about the size of a house sparrow. They should 
not to be confused with the much more familiar great spotted woodpecker, which is frequently seen 
on garden bird feeders. They are very difficult to spot as they spend most of their time high in the 
canopy of big trees looking for insects. They like large areas of woodland, and make their nest holes 
in soft, decaying wood 
 
Lesser spotted woodpeckers are one of several woodland bird species in major trouble; others 
include the nightingale, willow tit, hawfinch and spotted flycatcher. The RSPB is helping with research 
into the causes of these declines, which aren’t yet known.  

In adopting his new role, Mark Garnier MP said: “Here in Wyre Forest, we are extremely fortunate to 
be living in exceptional surroundings, with one of the UK’s largest ancient woodlands in our 
area.   Conserving this ancient woodland and the ecosystem it maintains for future generations is 
vitally important and I am delighted to be the RSPB’s champion for the lesser spotted woodpecker, 
one of the UK’s species currently under threat.  As always I enjoyed visiting the Forest with 
conservation experts from the RSPB and the Woodland Trust to hear more of the habitat for the 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, and I look forward to working with the RSPB as its champion.” 

Emma Marsh, RSPB Midlands regional director, said “The Lesser spotted woodpecker is one of 
the most strongly declining bird species in Europe, and are now so scarce in the UK that they are 
treated as a rare breeding bird. Whilst the exact causes of decline are not fully understood, it is 
thought that changes in the management of woodlands and the loss of large trees in the countryside 
(such as elms) have had a strong impact on the species. By championing this delightful little bird we 
hope to raise awareness of its plight.” 
 
 

 
ENDS 

Follow all the latest RSPB Midlands news on Twitter at @RSPBMidlands 

1. The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. Together 

with our partners, we protect threatened birds and wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life 

https://twitter.com/RSPBNews


once again. We play a leading role in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation 
organisations. www.rspb.org.uk  

2.  The Wyre Forest is one of the largest ancient lowland oak woodlands in England. It is mentioned in 
the Doomsday Book and has been forested for over a thousand years. The forest crosses the borders 
of Worcestershire and Shropshire and much of the forest is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
and a National Nature Reserve. It is an amazing place for wildlife, with the ancient woodland, 
meadows, orchards and woodland streams home to many declining woodland birds, such as lesser 
spotted woodpecker, pied flycatcher and wood warbler. It is also a wonderful place of insects, with 33 
species of butterflies, rare woodland plants and fungi. The forest is managed by Natural England and 
the Forestry Commission, who are restoring traditional coppice management to improve the woodland 
habitats. 
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