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Vanishing birds cast a spell over 

Meriden MP 

Local MP Caroline Spelman becomes Species Champion 

for the willow tit  

Caroline Spelman, MP for Meriden, has become a Species Champion of one of Britain’s 
fastest declining birds, the willow tit. Working with the RSPB, she hopes to raise the profile of 
this quirky British bird, and its ongoing struggle for survival. She will be visiting an ancient 
woodland site at Millison’s Wood Local Nature Reserve on 1 September, to learn more about 
the willow tit and the conservation work being done to protect it. 
 
British willow tits belong to a unique sub-species found only in the UK. They love damp 
woodlands with plenty of young, shrubby growth. They are charming, cheeky little birds, but 
sadly have suffered the worst decline of any resident UK bird. Their numbers have fallen by 
approximately 94% since 1970 (The State of the UK's Birds, 2015). As a result, they are 
‘Red-listed’, and classed as a bird of highest conservation concern.  
 
However, some of the few remaining willow tits can still be found in parts of the Midlands, 
making it vitally important to protect these sites. The RSPB is working hard to provide willow 
tits with a place to live, including at its Middleton Lakes reserve, just a short distance from 
Meriden. 
 
Willow tits are one of several woodland bird species in trouble; others include the 
nightingale, lesser spotted woodpecker, hawfinch and spotted flycatcher. The RSPB is 
helping with research into the causes of these declines, which aren’t yet known.  
 
In adopting her new role, Caroline Spelman MP said: “I’m delighted to be able to help the 
RSPB highlight the problems our willow tits and other woodland birds face, both here in 
Meriden and across the country. Wildlife needs our help now more than ever, and it’s a good 
time to remind ourselves that nature isn’t just about exotic species in faraway places – there 
is wildlife right here that desperately needs our help.” 
 
Colin Wilkinson, local Conservation Officer with the RSPB, said: “Willow tits need all the 
help they can get, so it’s brilliant that Caroline Spelman has become their champion. The 
State of Nature report in 2016 showed that more than half of all woodland animals and 



plants have declined in recent years, with 11% of them threatened with extinction from 
Britain. We all need to work together to improve the quality of our woodlands to give nature a 
home. And by doing so, we can also improve our own quality of life through contact with 
woodland nature.” 
 
 
ENDS 

Follow all the latest RSPB Midlands news on Twitter at @RSPBMidlands 

For further information and to arrange an interview, please contact: 

Keo Baxendine, Communications Officer, RSPB Midlands Regional Office  
Tel 01295 676446  
Mobile 07740 753879 
Email keo.baxendine@rspb.org.uk 
 

Photographs: 

Please contact keo.baxendine@rspb.org.uk for a photograph of a willow tit. 
 
Caroline Spelman MP will be visiting an ancient woodland site at Millison’s Wood Local Nature 
Reserve in the company of RSPB conservation staff, Solihull Council’s ecologist Adam Noon, and 
local constituents at 9.30 am on 1 September – the meeting point will be outside 36 Albert Road, 
Meriden, Coventry CV5 9AS. 
 
1. The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. Together 

with our partners, we protect threatened birds and wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life 
once again. We play a leading role in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation 
organisations. www.rspb.org.uk  
2. Willow tits are extremely precious, so any confirmed records should be submitted online, to BirdTrack 

https://app.bto.org/birdtrack  
3. The Species Champions Project is a partnership project led by seven wildlife NGOs including the RSPB, 

Plantlife, Buglife and Butterfly Conservation. The scheme recruits MPs to be champions for species that are 
found in their constituencies and are at risk. So far 27 MPs have become champions for a wide variety of species 
from the Tansy Beetle to the Barn Owl. 
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