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A personal perspective from Michelle Bales the Urban Buzz officer for Cardiff.  
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I moved to Cardiff in October 2015 to become an Urban Buzz Officer and in doing so, 
doubled the size of Buglife Cymru! Now, over a year into the project with about six months 
to go, I can honestly say crossing that border into Wales was the best thing I ever did. 
 
It is such an incredibly fulfilling job to not only help protect and sustain our wild pollinators, 
but to change the landscape of this city. By brightening up road sides, adding trees, hedges 
and nesting sites, I hope to inspire local communities to join in our quest to save bees, 
butterflies, beetles and other pollinating insects. 
 
None of this would be possible without the amazing support we have had from our partners 
and volunteers. Together we have created or enhanced 57 sites for pollinators, creating 
over 20 hectares of habitat. 
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Some of the highlights for me include working with the park ranger’s team planting elm 
trees across four sites for the Whiteletter Hairstreak butterfly (Full article here). By doing 
this, we will help to maintain known populations of this declining species. As well as this, I 
would say working with schools has been great. Engaging with the individuals who will 
shape our future in this topic is not only enjoyable but vital. A great example has been 
Llanishen Fach primary, who have not only planted wildflowers but have built a bee bank- 
an important nesting site for wild bees. They are also planning to have a scrape and pond 
installed to support all stages of pollinating insects’ life cycle.  
 
It has been great collaborating with other charities working towards similar goals. Running a 
bumblebee identification day with Bumblebee Conservation Trust and a wildflower 
identification day with Plantlife has allowed our volunteers to understand their sites in more 
depth and help support schemes like BeeWalks. 

   
Elm tree planting at Forest farm  Mackintosh Community garden 
We still have a few sites left to find to reach our target of 100. So if you know of a space or 
feel inspired to get involved in Urban Buzz Cardiff, whether you’re an individual wanting to 
help with creation, a business who wants to contribute to the project, a landowner who 
wants to help bees then contact me for more information. 
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