
I am Nick Packham the Urban Buzz conservation officer for Birmingham and I took up the post in late 

2015. I have always been passionate about insects and saw this as a great opportunity  to help those 

small species on which we rely so heavily on for their environmental and food services.  

               

Nick with team at Queen Elizabeth Hospital and Millenniumbug Falcon bug home 

Early on in the post I began working with the local Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black 

Country to identify some key wildlife corridors within the city where new buzzing hotpots would be 

most effective and have the greatest impact. I then began working with other local charities and 

community groups to identify sites and projects that would leave the greatest legacy and again have 

the greatest impact for people and wildlife.  

     

A38 reservation in bloom and bulb planting at Bournville 

Over the past year the project has given us many great highlights, creating many great habitats 

including swathes of meadows, woodland field layer plants and revitalising formal bedding schemes 

and not forgetting the wetland projects, increasing plant diversity in swamps, brooks and canal 

feeders. Our work at the Queen Elizabeth hospital one of the largest hospitals in the UK must be one 

of the main highlight due to the dramatic change in the landscape bringing more flora and colour to 

much of the amenity grass and woodland with the addition of creating a number of bug hotels for 

nesting insects on the site. The QE work was such as success because of the volunteers involved 

including support from The Conservation Volunteers, Grow Your Own, and internal hospital 

volunteers, who brought many great ideas to the table including the ‘Millenibug Falcon’ A Starwars 

themed Bug hotel! 



             

Kings Norton Park and pollinator survey 

The list of amazing groups and people who have supported the project is endless and there has been 

a good mix of long established community friends groups, very passionate about their local parks 

and regularly engage in work parties to plant wildflower meadows or plant plugs, to youth 

organisations such as edge academy and Kings Standing Regeneration Trust who have both been 

vital in planting activities including some of the more muddier canal feeder wetland planting. 

I would also like the mention that Birmingham City Council have been very accommodating and 

given lots of time in being part of the discussion helping to identify the land they manage and the 

possible positive changes they can implement on their park land for Urban Buzz. Much of the Urban 

Buzz planning work has been around what the management plans for these 100 buzzing hotpots will 

consist of in order to secure the legacy and long term success of these new pollinator hotspots. 

              

Hurstwood Road and  Red tailed bumblebee 

2017 is an optimistic year for Urban Buzz Birmingham as we need to complete a further 25 projects 

for us to successfully meet the 100 buzzing hotspots set at the beginning of the project. I do feel that 

with the momentum we have and the support gained over the past year, we are likely to go beyond 

these targets.  For me, the spring will be an exciting time where will will hopefully see all those 

plants in flower that we sown over the past year. I’ll be excited to see the knapweed, birdsfoot 

trefoil, cowslip, oxeye daisy, meadow buttercup, meadow vetchling, Vipers Bugloss and many other 

species. We should also see some of the millennium woodlands bright with bluebell, primrose, 

yellow archangel and ramsons. Over 150 kilos of wildflower seeds was sown over the past year with 

8000 plug and bulbs planted.  

 


